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The Use of Social Networks in Terrorist Electronic
recruitment in light of the Corona Pandemic:
the Impact of the Third Person, a theoretical Approach

Abstract:

"Our study aimed to reveal the role that social networks play in
recruiting members of terrorist groups to new elements, especially in
light of the Corona pandemic. This study is regarded as one of the
studies on the impact of the media on the public, especially on social
networks. Many theories have emerged that explain the relationship
between the influence of communication networks and their users, the
most prominent of which is the theory of the third person affected by
its owner "Philips Davison", which the researcher used as a theoretical
entry for her current study. As for the study sample, it was a non-
probability of the snowball type. It reached 445 respondents from the
Egyptian mass who already use social networks (Facebook, Twitter,
YouTube, WhatsApp, and Instagram).

The study reached a set of results, the most important of which were:
The facebook application came at the forefront of social networks that
cause young people to embrace terrorist ideology with a relative
weight of 86.9%, and a not small percentage of the sample members
stated that they see an increase in the activities of terrorist groups,
such as their recruitment of new elements of young people. To serve
their interests in light of the Corona pandemic, taking advantage of the
state of the ban imposed by countries and governments, a significant
percentage of the study sample members also expressed their support
for imposing censorship on social networking sites that advocate the
idea of terrorist electronic recruitment, with a percentage of 64.7%,
The study also concluded to verify the validity of the main hypothesis
of the theory of the third person, which says that others are more
affected by the ego by the messages of social networks used in the
recruitment of terrorist elements by terrorist groups, and finally the
issue of ordering the questions (ego questions, questions of the closest
friend, questions of others) was played. The third-person theory plays
a major role in the impact process.

Key words: Social Networks, errorist Electronic recruitment, Corona
Pandemic , Third Person.
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