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Attitudes of Egyptian youth towards the role of
influencers and celebrities in times of crisis, “applied
on the period of the war on Gaza”

Dr. Heba Fathy”
Dr. Sahar Ahmed **

Abstract:

The aim of this research is to identify the attitudes of Egyptian youth
towards the role played by influencers and celebrities in conveying events
during times of crises in general, and to evaluate the role they played during
the period of the war on Gaza by identifying the youth’s attitudes towards
the way in which influencers and celebrities shaped interests towards”The
war on Gaza” , its dimensions and effects, and their assessment of the
effectiveness and feasibility of this role and its importance and how the
positions of celebrities and influencers during this period affected the
attitudes of Egyptian youth towards them and towards the importance of
social networking sites and their functions in times of crisis in particular, by
conducting a field study on 400 members of Egyptian youth who are
followers of influencers and celebrities on social networking sites and
followers of the events of the war on Gaza.

The results found that the largest percentage of the research sample of
respondents used social networking sites daily to follow the events of the
war, and that the intensity of follow-up to the pages of influencers and
celebrities during the war on Gaza in general was average at 72%, in
addition to A number of Palestinian influencers were followed by
respondents with an increase in their follow-up rate after the start of the war
on the Gaza Strip, due to the fact that they continuously publish about the

* Lecturer at Radio and Television department, Faculty of Mass Communication —
Cairo University

*# Lecturer at Radio and Television department, Faculty of Mass Communication
— Cairo University
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war on Gaza by 65%, followed by the fact that their views are clear and they
reject the war and condemn Israel by 63%.

It was found that the majority of respondents’ attitudes were Positive
attitude towards the importance of some specific roles played by some
influencers and celebrities. We find that 95% of these roles were of high
importance. As for the respondents’ attitude towards influencers and
celebrities who were not interested in publishing about the war or did not
express their position towards it clearly, we find that these attitudes were
negative. The largest percentage of respondents unfollowed these celebrities
and influencers, at a rate of 63%. As for the degree of trust in the content of
the pages of influencers and celebrities regarding what is published about
the war on Gaza, it was medium at 40.2%, and high at 37.5%.

Keywords: social media influencers , celebrities , attitudes , crisis ,
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