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The Impact of Digital communication means on
Cultural Alienation among Egyptian Youth (TikTok)

Dr. Mona El-Sayed Ahmed Abdullah®
Abstract:

There has been much debate surrounding digital platform applications
due to their positive and negative effects, transforming into a virtual trap for
users. TikTok, in particular, has become the primary window for creativity
and unleashing buried talents among youth. While empowering them
creatively, it has also led to addiction for some, with excessive and
unconscious use. Concurrently, the issue of cultural alienation has emerged
alongside the use of this application, presenting itself within the fabric of
social and cultural problems in society. Unfortunately, as societies, we are
still living in the obsession with technology and have not yet awakened
from the fascination with the medium. The study focuses on the youth, the
most influenced by modern applications without awareness of the dangers
of the content promoted to them. The youth's ability to perceive the dangers
presented in TikTok videos is the first line of defense against the negatives
of these applications. The study adopts the theory of cultural cultivation and
is applied to a purposive sample of 300 Egyptian youth TikTok users aged
between 18 and 35. The aim is to understand the impact of TikTok on the
level of cultural alienation among youth, including goal displacement, self-
centeredness, non-standardization, and social isolation. The study concludes
that there is a relationship between the participants' TikTok usage and their
level of cultural alienation.

Keywords: Digital communication means -TikTok - Cultural Cultivation -

Social Isolation - Cultural Alienation.

* Lecturer at Radio and Television department, Faculty of Mass Communication —
Cairo University
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