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The role of social media networks in instilling the
values of belonging and citizenship among Emirati
university youth

A. Ahmed Muhammad Al-Afari’
Supervision: Prof. Dr. Nashwa AKI*

Study summary:

The study aimed to identify the role of social networking in
instilling the values of belonging and citizenship among Emirati
university youth, whether university or post-university students, the
study relied on Media survey approach. The field study community was
represented by a group of young Emirati students from Emirati
universities, and the sample of the field study was represented by a
deliberate sample of (400 individuals) of young Emirati students from
Emirati universities who use social networking sites. The study reached
a number of results, the most important of which are:

1- There is a statistically significant correlation between the rates of
Emirati youth (the study sample) using social media networks, and
the level of interest in interacting with instilling the values of
belonging and citizenship through social media networks.

2- The phrase “instills in me a love of the homeland and respect for its
religious and cultural beliefs” came with a relative weight of 80 in
the first place among the study sample’s attitudes towards the role of
social media networks in strengthening and instilling the values of
belonging among the researchers from their point of view, followed
by the phrase “it motivates me to carry out volunteer activities to

” ” with a relative weight of 79.3 in the second

rank, then “calls me to preserve societal customs and traditions”

serve the country.

* A researcher enrolled in a PhD in Mass Communication, Department of Radio
and Television, Faculty of Information, Cairo University.

** Professor in the Department of Radio and Television, Faculty of Information,
Cairo University, and supervisor of the thesis.
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with a relative weight of 78.7 in the third rank, followed by the
phrase “these networks are interested in building a youth generation

ready to sacrifice for the sake of the nation” with a relative weight
of 78.3.

Keywords: social networks, citizenship and belonging, university youth
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