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Transformations in Media Theories in the Digital Age: An
Analytical Comparison of the Application of Traditional
and Modern Theories in Media Studies

A Meta-Analytical Study

Dr. Sally Maher Nassar*
Abstract:

The current study aimed to analyze the theoretical frameworks and approaches used in studies
based on digital media in 2022 and 2023, relying on a second-level analysis method that reuses
data from previous research and studies.

The current study relied on conducting a quantitative and qualitative analysis together for
(109) studies. The study also focused on exploring the research topics and issues addressed by
the studies of the study sample, in addition to monitoring the curricula, methods, and research
tools used in those studies. It also focused on presenting a comparative vision between the
theories of digital media studies and their impact on Arab and foreign schools in terms of their
cognitive and applied contributions.

The results revealed the dominance of descriptive studies, as quantitative analysis tools in
digital media studies, such as content analysis and questionnaires, clearly emerged over
qualitative analysis tools such as focus groups and in-depth interviews. Arab studies shed light
on the role of digital media and the effects of dealing with digital media, while foreign studies
addressed other topics, such as analyzing the content provided by digital media, the vision of
media workers, and the role of digital media. Most Arab studies relied on traditional theories
that have been used for decades in traditional media research with almost the same hypothesis
and application mechanism; however, foreign schools were able to adapt these traditional
theories to suit the nature of digital media. Foreign studies were also distinguished by
developing theories that are more capable of keeping pace with digital media technologies and
their characteristics, while none of the Arab studies created a modern theory or theoretical
approach, as their role emerged in their aspect related to the newly developed theories, which
is dependence on the foreign school without any influential, brilliant additions.

Key Words:
Social media — Theories — New media studies — Meta analysis — Digital media.

* Assistant Professor, Department of Media - Faculty of Language and Communication
Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport - Smart Village
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