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University Students’ Use of Citizen Journalism and Its
Relationship with Agenda-setting of public Arab issues

Ms.Reham wed*

Prof. Adel Fahmy**
Abstract

Political content in new media represents a critical source of political awareness. In
the digital media landscape, which has surpassed traditional censorship mechanisms,
citizens have transitioned from being passive consumers to active producers of
political content, including news reporting, commentary, and analysis. This shift
underscores the growing importance of independent of official government oversight
citizen journalism, particularly its role in shaping the agenda-setting processes for
youth.

This study explores the primary hypothesis that excessive use of social media by
young people is linked to the formation of mental and cognitive agendas, influencing
their engagement with societal issues, particularly political ones. The research
utilizes qualitative content analysis to assess the level of attention directed toward
Arab political issues during the study period, alongside a survey methodology to
collect data from Egyptian youth.

The findings reveal a significant fragmentation of focus in the content produced
through citizen journalism, as well as a dispersion of issue Agenda-setting among
youth who consume this type of media. The results also indicate that university
students’ attitudes toward public issues tend to be either neutral or positively
inclined. However, there is a notable decline in interest among the youth sample in
broader public issues, with the exception of social and cultural topics.

The study emphasizes the need for further research into agenda-setting theory within
the context of digital media. It highlights how the extensive use of social media
platforms contributes to shaping youth perceptions of political and societal issues,
and how citizen journalism can influence issue Agenda-setting. The findings also
call attention to the challenges and limitations of citizen journalism, including its
impact on the framing and salience of political issues in an increasingly decentralized
and participatory media environment.

Key words: citizen journalism, University Students, Agenda-setting theory, Arab
issues, new media.
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