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The Impact of Social Media Agendas on the Editorial
Policies of Traditional Media

Ms. Dina Yehia Zaki Abouzahra®

Prof Dr.Nashwa Akl **

Abestract

The revolution in communications and information technology has allowed the media to reach
unprecedented levels of development over the past decade. Traditional media outlets such as
television and newspapers, once the primary sources of news, have experienced a decline in
their circulation due to the digital transformation and the emergence of social networks. This
shift has pushed traditional entities to adjust their methods of publishing journalistic content
in response to the modern needs and preferences of audiences while continuing to function as
tools for information transmission. Consequently, traditional media have undergone
significant transformations in their identity, mission, roles, and practices, finding themselves
facing new challenges.

New communication technologies have also brought about substantial changes in
contemporary lifestyles, creating enormous opportunities for media outlets to achieve the
desired influence on public opinion. This shift has greatly impacted the nature of media in
general, providing more interactive, advanced, and rapid tools for delivering news to
audiences. Additionally, it has amplified their influence on the content itself, such as the
programming offered through other media platforms like television. Social media platforms
have made it easier to access news from various sources and locations, particularly from areas
that were previously hard to reach or ignored due to their remoteness or uncooperative sources.
Reports, photos, videos, or voice messages can now easily reach newspapers, simplifying the
journalist’s tasks.

Traditional media are now compelled to keep pace with the developments brought about by
the Fourth and Fifth Industrial Revolutions and to integrate these advancements into news
production processes. This integration involves shaping new media concepts, values,
mechanisms, and tools, leading to significant transformations and rapid leaps in the structure
of journalistic institutions and their professional practices. The rise of digital media technology
has imposed a different reality on media practitioners. It has created opportunities for
communication professionals to produce news content using modern methods and distribute
it across various digital platforms. This has redefined the role of media practitioners within
journalistic institutions, expanded their responsibilities, and highlighted the specific skills they
must acquire to effectively reach their audiences.

Key Words: Editorial Policies Traditional Media Digital Transformation New Media Social
Media Agenda Communication Revolution

* PhD Researcher at the faculty of Mass Communication- Cairo University
** Professor in the Department of Radio and Television Faculty of Media — Cairo
University.
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