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Portrayal of Egyptian Television Series for the Visually Impaired
Individuals: A Case Study of ""Zay ElI Qamar - Hedouta Wahed
Fel Meya'" (One Percent Story) as a Model

D.r Soad Mohamed Bedir Mohamed®
Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the dramatic portrayal of visually
impaired individuals in Egyptian television series, with the goal of
understanding how this group is represented and the impact of this
representation on audience perceptions. The study employed a case
study methodology through qualitative content analysis of Egyptian
television series that addressed visual impairment. The researcher
intentionally selected the series "Zay El Qamar - Hedouta Wahed Fel
Meya" (One Percent Story, 2022) as the study sample due to its
primary focus on visual impairment as a central theme and idea
around which the series' events revolve. The study reached a set of
findings, most notably: a diversity of dramatic roles for visually
impaired individuals, ranging from main to secondary, with a focus on
the main role; a diversity of age stages of visually impaired characters
in the series, represented in three stages: childhood, youth, and
maturity, with a focus on the maturity stage; the prevalence of positive
psychological traits over negative psychological traits in visually
impaired characters in the study sample series; a diversity of causes of
visual impairment, ranging from genetic to acquired, with an emphasis
on genetic causes; and the series highlighted the most prominent
independent skills, represented in personal hygiene, eating, activating
the senses of hearing and smell, moving and protecting the body,
social skills represented in self-reliance, using the senses to identify
others, using non-verbal communication skills, and cognitive skills
represented in assistive devices for movement and navigation,
knowledge of colors, sizes, and lengths, spatial perception, auditory
perception, and knowledge of the part and the whole. The series also
depicted the problems and difficulties faced by visually impaired
individuals in their suffering from bullying, discrimination, and pity

* Lecturer at the Department of Radio and Television, Faculty of Mass
Communication, Cairo Girls, Al-Azhar University.
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from others, their need for psychological and social support from
those around them, social isolation, and fear of marriage and
childbearing. The series also monitored the methods and ways in
which visually impaired individuals confront the problems and
difficulties they face, highlighting the importance of psychological
and social support for them, the need to provide technical aids, and
promote awareness and education about them, and the necessity of
enabling and integrating them into society. The series succeeded in
changing the negative stereotypical image of visually impaired
individuals to a positive image adhering to hope, capable of
challenging their disability and achieving self-realization. The
findings of the study underscore the importance of adopting a more
realistic and inclusive representation of visually impaired individuals
in television series, focusing on their abilities and aspirations rather
than solely focusing on their disability.

Keywords: Dramatic Portrayal - Visually Impaired Individuals -
Hedouta 1% - Case Study - Television Representation.
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